
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Survey of Likely General Election 
Voters 

Iowa Statewide 

September 9 – 11, 2026  |  n=500  |  ±4.38% 

 

IOWANS FOR TAX RELIEF
FOUNDAT I ON



FOUNDAT I ON

Survey of Likely General Election Voters · Iowa Statewide Page 2 

 

Q1. Vote Method: How do you plan to vote in the November general election for U.S. Senate, Congress, and 
Governor? 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Vote In-Person On Election 
Day 

336 67.2% 73.3% 63.9% 53.7% -6.1 

Definitely vote in-person on 
Election Day 

249 49.8% 51.8% 43.3% 36.2% -2.0 

Probably vote in-person on 
Election Day 

87 17.4% 21.5% 20.6% 17.4% -4.1 

       Vote Absentee By Mail 53 10.7% 9.8% 15.8% 19.1% +0.9 
Definitely vote absentee by mail 35 7.1% 4.5% 6.6% 9.3% +2.6 
Probably vote absentee by mail 18 3.6% 5.3% 9.2% 9.9% -1.7 
       Vote Early In-Person 111 22.1% 16.9% 20.3% 27.2% +5.2 
Definitely vote early in-person 66 13.2% 8.8% 9.7% 12.5% +4.4 
Probably vote early in-person 45 8.9% 8.1% 10.6% 14.7% +0.8 
       I do not plan to vote in the 
November general election 

0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%  

       Unsure 0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%  
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  

Q2. Country Direction: Generally speaking, would you say things in the United States are headed in the right 
direction or off on the wrong track? 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Right Direction 186 37.3% 44.5% 44.3% 47.9% -7.2 
Definitely the right direction 64 12.9% 17.9% 19.9% 24.1% -5.0 
Mostly the right direction 122 24.4% 26.6% 24.4% 23.8% -2.2 
       Wrong Track 288 57.5% 50.5% 47.5% 45.1% +7.0 
Mostly the wrong track 76 15.2% 14.0% 9.6% 9.0% +1.2 
Definitely the wrong track 211 42.3% 36.5% 37.9% 36.1% +5.8 
       Unsure 26 5.2% 5.0% 8.2% 7.0% +0.2 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  

Q3. State Direction: Generally speaking, would you say things in Iowa are headed in the right direction or off 
on the wrong track? 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Right Direction 212 42.5% 47.5% 48.7% 48.4% -5.0 
Definitely the right direction 62 12.4% 12.6% 14.8% 18.6% -0.2 
Mostly the right direction 151 30.1% 34.9% 33.9% 29.9% -4.8 
       Wrong Track 241 48.1% 45.3% 42.8% 44.2% +2.8 
Mostly the wrong track 100 20.0% 18.4% 15.7% 15.6% +1.6 
Definitely the wrong track 141 28.1% 26.8% 27.1% 28.6% +1.3 
       Unsure 47 9.4% 7.2% 8.5% 7.4% +2.2 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  

Q4. Generic Ballot: If the election was held today, and you had to make a choice, would you vote for the 
Republican or Democratic candidate for U.S. Congress? 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Republican Candidate 232 46.3% 47.5% 49.3% 46.9% -1.2 
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Definitely the Republican 
candidate 

190 38.0% 37.2% 39.7% 33.1% +0.8 

Probably the Republican 
candidate 

42 8.3% 10.3% 9.6% 13.9% -2.0 

       Democratic Candidate 229 45.9% 44.1% 39.4% 38.9% +1.8 
Probably the Democratic 
candidate 

33 6.5% 8.4% 7.9% 8.4% -1.9 

Definitely the Democratic 
candidate 

197 39.3% 35.8% 31.5% 30.4% +3.5 

       Unsure 39 7.8% 8.3% 11.3% 14.2% -0.5 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  

Q5. – Q9. For each of the following, please indicate if you have heard of the person or group, and if you have, 
whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of them. If you haven't heard of a name, choose so. 

Q5. Donald Trump 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Favorable 203 40.7% 44.2% 48.9% 49.6% -3.5 
Very favorable 130 26.1% 30.6% 33.3% 35.2% -4.5 
Somewhat favorable 73 14.6% 13.6% 15.6% 14.4% +1.0 
       Unfavorable 280 55.9% 53.3% 48.7% 48.0% +2.6 
Somewhat unfavorable 33 6.7% 5.7% 2.8% 4.0% +1.0 
Very unfavorable 246 49.2% 47.7% 45.9% 44.0% +1.5 
       No Opinion 15 3.0% 2.1% 2.2% 2.4% +0.9 
Never Heard Of 2 0.4% 0.3% 0.2% 0.0% +0.1 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  

Q6. Rob Sand 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Favorable 248 49.6% 50.5% 41.7% – -0.9 
Very favorable 162 32.3% 31.2% 24.2% – +1.1 
Somewhat favorable 86 17.3% 19.3% 17.4% – -2.0 
       Unfavorable 180 36.0% 30.2% 18.5% – +5.8 
Somewhat unfavorable 54 10.7% 12.1% 6.9% – -1.4 
Very unfavorable 127 25.3% 18.1% 11.6% – +7.2 
       No Opinion 52 10.4% 13.0% 22.7% – -2.6 
Never Heard Of 20 4.0% 6.3% 17.1% – -2.3 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% –  

Q7. Zach Lahn 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Favorable 206 41.1% 34.0% – – +7.1 
Very favorable 99 19.8% 15.0% – – +4.8 
Somewhat favorable 107 21.4% 19.0% – – +2.4 
       Unfavorable 194 38.8% 36.6% – – +2.2 
Somewhat unfavorable 52 10.5% 10.5% – – 0 
Very unfavorable 141 28.3% 26.0% – – +2.3 
       No Opinion 59 11.9% 15.3% – – -3.4 
Never Heard Of 41 8.2% 14.1% – – -5.9 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% – –  
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Q8. Brenna Bird 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Favorable 96 19.3% 23.5% – – -4.2 
Very favorable 51 10.2% 11.4% – – -1.2 
Somewhat favorable 45 9.1% 12.1% – – -3.0 
       Unfavorable 149 29.8% 24.9% – – +4.9 
Somewhat unfavorable 53 10.7% 6.6% – – +4.1 
Very unfavorable 95 19.1% 18.2% – – +0.9 
       No Opinion 103 20.6% 18.6% – – +2.0 
Never Heard Of 152 30.3% 33.0% – – -2.7 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% – –  

Q9. The Iowa General Assembly 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Favorable 100 20.0% 25.4% 26.4% 34.1% -5.4 
Very favorable 21 4.2% 7.2% 7.2% 8.0% -3.0 
Somewhat favorable 79 15.8% 18.2% 19.2% 26.1% -2.4 
       Unfavorable 156 31.3% 29.5% 30.4% 34.8% +1.8 
Somewhat unfavorable 77 15.4% 16.7% 12.8% 13.1% -1.3 
Very unfavorable 79 15.8% 12.8% 17.6% 21.7% +3.0 
       No Opinion 168 33.6% 31.0% 31.1% 24.2% +2.6 
Never Heard Of 76 15.2% 14.2% 12.1% 6.9% +1.0 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  

Q10. Top Priority: From the following list, which issue is personally most important to you that would decide 
your vote for Congress? 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Inflation and economy 117 23.4% 19.2% 16.9% 23.7% +4.2 
Threats to democracy 80 16.0% 14.2% 22.0% 16.2% +1.8 
Taxes and government 
spending 

64 12.8% 15.4% 11.4% 15.8% -2.6 

Social Security and Medicare 57 11.4% 11.3% 15.9% 12.7% +0.1 
Healthcare 41 8.2% 10.1% 5.5% 5.9% -1.9 
Illegal immigration and border 40 8.1% 11.0% 8.1% 9.2% -2.9 
National security 25 5.0% 5.0% 3.4% 2.2% 0 
Abortion 19 3.7% 3.8% 2.1% 3.2% -0.1 
Other 16 3.3% 2.3% 3.1% 2.9% +1.0 
Climate change 11 2.2% 1.5% 0.9% 1.0% +0.7 
Gun control 11 2.2% 1.4% 3.1% 2.4% +0.8 
Crime and public safety 9 1.8% 2.8% 4.4% 2.5% -1.0 
Unsure 10 2.1% 2.1% 3.2% 2.2% 0 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  

Q11. US Senate Ballot: If the general election for U.S. Senate was held today, and you had to make a choice, 
who would you vote for? 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Republican Ashley Hinson 214 42.9% 46.0% 45.5% – -3.1 
Definitely Republican Ashley 
Hinson 

159 31.8% 33.7% 31.7% – -1.9 
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Probably Republican Ashley 
Hinson 

55 11.1% 12.3% 13.8% – -1.2 

       Democrat Josh Turek 215 42.9% 44.2% 35.4% – -1.3 
Definitely Democrat Josh Turek 169 33.9% 33.5% 23.6% – +0.4 
Probably Democrat Josh Turek 45 9.0% 10.7% 11.9% – -1.7 
       Libertarian Thomas Laehn 18 3.6% – – –  
Definitely Libertarian Thomas 
Laehn 

4 0.8% – – –  

Probably Libertarian Thomas 
Laehn 

14 2.8% – – –  

       Undecided 53 10.6% 9.8% 19.0% – +0.8 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% –  

Q12. Governor Ballot: If the general election for Governor was held today, and you had to make a choice, who 
would you vote for? 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Republican Zach Lahn 222 44.4% 43.4% – – +1.0 
Definitely Republican Zach 
Lahn 

163 32.5% 29.9% – – +2.6 

Probably Republican Zach Lahn 59 11.8% 13.5% – – -1.7 
       Democrat Rob Sand 239 47.8% 47.7% – – +0.1 
Definitely Democrat Rob Sand 209 41.7% 39.7% – – +2.0 
Probably Democrat Rob Sand 30 6.1% 8.0% – – -1.9 
       Undecided 39 7.8% 8.9% – – -1.1 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% – –  

Q13. Attorney General Ballot: If the general election for Attorney General was held today, and you had to 
make a choice, who would you vote for? 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Republican Brenna Bird 197 39.5% 43.6% – – -4.1 
Definitely Republican Brenna 
Bird 

138 27.6% 30.0% – – -2.4 

Probably Republican Brenna 
Bird 

59 11.8% 13.6% – – -1.8 

       Democrat Nate Willems 200 40.0% 39.0% – – +1.0 
Definitely Democrat Nate 
Willems 

154 30.8% 26.9% – – +3.9 

Probably Democrat Nate 
Willems 

46 9.2% 12.1% – – -2.9 

       Undecided 103 20.5% 17.4% – – +3.1 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% – –  

Q14. Secretary of Agriculture Ballot: If the general election for Secretary of Agriculture was held today, and 
you had to make a choice, who would you vote for? 

 Freq. % 
Republican Mike Naig 213 42.6% 
Definitely Republican Mike Naig 136 27.2% 
Probably Republican Mike Naig 77 15.4% 
   Democrat Chris Jones 178 35.7% 
Definitely Democrat Chris Jones 140 27.9% 
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Probably Democrat Chris Jones 39 7.7% 
   Undecided 109 21.7% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q15. Supermajority Amendment Full: The following is language of a ballot amendment: "Provides that any 
bill to increase the individual income tax rate or the corporate income tax rate, or the rate of any other type of 
tax based upon income or legal and special reserves, shall require the affirmative votes of at least two-thirds of 
the members elected to each house of the legislature for passage. Further, the two-thirds majority vote 
requirement applies to the passage of a bill to establish a new tax on any type of income or legal and special 
reserves imposed by the state. The requirement excludes taxes imposed at the option of a local government. A 
lawsuit challenging the proper enactment of a bill under this section must be filed no later than one year 
following the enactment." 
 
Would you vote "yes" or "no" on the amendment? 

 Freq. % 
Yes 219 43.8% 
Definitely yes 86 17.2% 
Probably yes 133 26.6% 
   No 102 20.4% 
Probably no 51 10.2% 
Definitely no 51 10.2% 
   Undecided 179 35.8% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q16. Supermajority Amendment Simple: Would you vote "yes" or "no" on an amendment to the Iowa state 
constitution that would require two-thirds of the state legislature to vote yes on any tax increase, effectively 
making it more difficult for the legislature to raise income taxes? 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Yes 341 68.3% 73.8% 70.5% 70.5% -5.5 
Definitely yes 180 36.1% 35.7% 26.7% 35.3% +0.4 
Probably yes 161 32.2% 38.2% 43.9% 35.3% -6.0 
       No 89 17.7% 15.7% 12.3% 12.7% +2.0 
Probably no 38 7.7% 8.4% 7.2% 6.8% -0.7 
Definitely no 50 10.0% 7.2% 5.1% 5.9% +2.8 
       Undecided 70 14.0% 10.5% 17.2% 16.8% +3.5 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  

Q17. Financial Comparison: Thinking about your household budget today compared to two years ago, would 
you say you are financially better off, about the same, or worse off? 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Better Off 93 18.6% 22.5% – – -3.9 
Much better off 43 8.5% 9.1% – – -0.6 
Somewhat better off 51 10.1% 13.3% – – -3.2 
       About the same 137 27.5% 27.3% – – +0.2 
       Worse Off 261 52.2% 47.2% – – +5.0 
Somewhat worse off 138 27.5% 24.3% – – +3.2 
Much worse off 124 24.7% 22.9% – – +1.8 
       



FOUNDAT I ON

Survey of Likely General Election Voters · Iowa Statewide Page 7 

 

Unsure 8 1.6% 3.0% – – -1.4 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% – –  

Q18. Property Tax Impact: How important is the issue of property taxes in Iowa as it relates to your vote for 
State Legislature? 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
A top issue that could affect my 
vote 

188 37.7% – 35.0% – +2.7 

An important issue but will not 
affect my vote 

184 36.7% – 37.5% – -0.8 

A minor issue that will not affect 
my vote 

67 13.3% – 15.3% – -2.0 

Not an important issue at all 22 4.4% – 3.5% – +0.9 
Unsure 39 7.8% – 8.7% – -0.9 
Total 500 100.0% – 100.0% –  

Q19. ESAs: Generally speaking, do you support or oppose Iowa's Education Savings Accounts (ESAs), which 
parents use to choose the school that best fits their child's needs? 

 Freq. Sep '26 Jun '26 Sep '25 Feb '25 Δ 
Support 209 41.8% 44.3% 43.1% – -2.5 
Strongly support 123 24.6% 26.9% 27.7% – -2.3 
Somewhat support 86 17.2% 17.4% 15.4% – -0.2 
       Neither support nor oppose 60 12.0% 16.3% 14.3% – -4.3 
       Oppose 173 34.5% 31.5% 30.8% – +3.0 
Somewhat oppose 53 10.6% 7.1% 8.1% – +3.5 
Strongly oppose 119 23.9% 24.4% 22.7% – -0.5 
       Unsure 59 11.7% 7.9% 11.8% – +3.8 
Total 500 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% –  

Q20. Gender: Are you female or male? 

 Freq. % 
Female 264 52.8% 
Male 236 47.2% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q21. Age Range: What is your age as of today? 

 Freq. % 
Under 55 246 49.2% 
18 - 29 55 11.0% 
30 - 44 111 22.1% 
45 - 54 80 16.1% 
   55 and Over 254 50.8% 
55 - 64 101 20.3% 
65+ 153 30.6% 
Total 500 100.0% 
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Q22. Party by Registration: How are you registered to vote in Iowa? You may consider yourself of a different 
party, but what does your voter registration card show? 

 Freq. % 
Republican 212 42.5% 
Democrat 156 31.2% 
Independent 101 20.2% 
Other 9 1.7% 
Unsure 22 4.3% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q23. Ideology: And thinking about your views toward politics and government, would you say you are... 

 Freq. % 
Conservative 235 47.0% 
Very conservative 110 22.0% 
Somewhat conservative 125 25.0% 
   Moderate 123 24.7% 
   Liberal 125 25.0% 
Somewhat liberal 74 14.9% 
Very liberal 50 10.1% 
   Unsure 17 3.4% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q24. Religion: If you have one, what is your religious affiliation? 

 Freq. % 
Catholic 95 19.0% 
Cultural Catholic 41 8.2% 
Practicing Catholic 54 10.8% 
   Mainline Protestant (Methodist, Lutheran, Episcopal, Anglican, 
etc.) 

127 25.5% 

Evangelical or Born-Again (Baptist, Non-denominational 
Evangelical, Pentecostal, Church of God, etc.) 

109 21.7% 

Jewish 1 0.2% 
Muslim 1 0.3% 
Another religion 24 4.9% 
Not religious 119 23.7% 
Unsure 24 4.8% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q25. Income by Response: What annual household income range do you fall within out of the following 
options? 

 Freq. % 
Less than $25,000 41 8.1% 
$25,000 - $49,999 74 14.7% 
$50,000 - $74,999 84 16.9% 
$75,000 - $99,999 86 17.3% 
$100,000 - $124,999 73 14.6% 
$125,000 - $199,999 76 15.1% 
$200,000+ 43 8.6% 
Unsure 23 4.7% 
Total 500 100.0% 
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Q26. Race/Ethnicity: Which of the following best describes your race or ethnicity? 

 Freq. % 
White or Caucasian 446 89.2% 
Asian or Pacific Islander 4 0.9% 
Black or African American 12 2.5% 
Hispanic or Latino 16 3.3% 
Other 16 3.3% 
Unsure 4 0.9% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q27. 2024 Retro Ballot: Thinking back, who did you vote for in the 2024 election for President? 

 Freq. % 
Republican Donald Trump 265 53.1% 
Democrat Kamala Harris 200 39.9% 
Another candidate 10 2.1% 
Did not vote in 2024 14 2.8% 
Unsure 11 2.2% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q28. Education Level: What's the highest level of education you have completed? 

 Freq. % 
No degree 289 57.7% 
Some high school 4 0.8% 
High school diploma/GED 80 16.1% 
Technical Certification 43 8.7% 
Some college or Associate's Degree 161 32.1% 
   At least College 208 41.5% 
Four-year undergraduate or Bachelor's Degree 118 23.7% 
Graduate degree or further 89 17.9% 
   Unsure 4 0.7% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q29. General Election (X of 4) 

 Freq. % 
0 of 4 12 2.4% 
1 of 4 53 10.6% 
2 of 4 64 12.7% 
3 of 4 97 19.3% 
4 of 4 275 55.0% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q30. Geography 

 Freq. % 
Central/non-DM 101 20.2% 
Des Moine HD's 96 19.3% 
NE/Cedar Rapids 115 22.9% 
SE/Davenport 97 19.4% 
West 91 18.2% 
Total 500 100.0% 
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Q31. DMA 

 Freq. % 
CEDAR RAPIDS-WTRLO-IWC&DUB 150 30.0% 
DAVENPORT-R.ISLAND-MOLINE 52 10.4% 
DES MOINES-AMES 196 39.1% 
OMAHA 28 5.5% 
OTTUMWA-KIRKSVILLE 9 1.7% 
QUINCY-HANNIBAL-KEOKUK 5 1.0% 
ROCHESTR-MASON CITY-AUSTIN 16 3.3% 
SIOUX CITY 41 8.2% 
SIOUX FALLS(MITCHELL) 4 0.9% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q32. Community Type 

 Freq. % 
Rural 209 41.8% 
Suburban 74 14.7% 
Town 90 18.1% 
Urban 127 25.4% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q33. Gender + Age 

 Freq. % 
F 18 - 29 28 5.7% 
F 30 - 44 58 11.5% 
F 45 - 54 41 8.2% 
F 55 - 64 54 10.7% 
F 65+ 83 16.6% 
M 18 - 29 26 5.3% 
M 30 - 44 53 10.6% 
M 45 - 54 39 7.9% 
M 55 - 64 48 9.5% 
M 65+ 70 13.9% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q34. Partisanship + Gender 

 Freq. % 
F GOP 99 19.9% 
M GOP 113 22.6% 
F DEM 90 17.9% 
M DEM 66 13.3% 
F Independent 57 11.4% 
M Independent 44 8.9% 
F Other 5 1.1% 
M Other 3 0.6% 
Unsure 22 4.3% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q35. Race + Gender 

 Freq. % 
White Female 234 46.7% 
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White Male 212 42.5% 
Asian Female 2 0.3% 
Asian Male 3 0.6% 
Black Female 8 1.6% 
Black Male 4 0.8% 
Hispanic Female 8 1.5% 
Hispanic Male 9 1.7% 
Other Female 10 1.9% 
Other Male 7 1.3% 
Unsure 4 0.9% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q36. Gender + Education 

 Freq. % 
Female At least College 109 21.7% 
Female No degree 151 30.3% 
Male At least College 99 19.8% 
Male No degree 137 27.4% 
Unsure 4 0.7% 
Total 500 100.0% 

Q37. Party + Vote History 

 Freq. % 
R 0-2/4 44 8.8% 
R 3-4/4 168 33.7% 
D 0-2/4 40 7.9% 
D 3-4/4 116 23.3% 
Independent 0-2/4 36 7.1% 
Independent 3-4/4 66 13.1% 
Other 0-2/4 3 0.5% 
Other 3-4/4 6 1.2% 
Unsure 22 4.3% 
Total 500 100.0% 

 

 

Methodology 
This probabilistic survey was conducted September 9 – 11, 2026, with 500 likely general election voters in Iowa 
Statewide. It has a margin of error of ±4.38%. Known registered voters were interviewed via live phones and SMS. 
This survey was weighted to a likely general election voter universe. 
 
 
About the Firm 
Cygnal is an award-winning international polling, public opinion, and predictive analytics firm that pioneered multi-
mode polling, text-to-web collection, and emotive analysis. Cygnal consistently ranks as the most accurate firm, and 
clients rely on Cygnal’s ability to create intelligence for action. Its team members have worked in all 50 states and 
multiple countries on more than 3,000 corporate, public affairs, and political campaigns. 


